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illogical. In each case the comfort would be equally effective
if it were legitimized by the insertion of a comma before as
well as after the clause or phrase at the end of which the
present comma stands. The extra commas would be after
earth, victims, Schleiden.
To see so many thousand wretches burdening the earth when such
as her die, makes me think God did never intend life for a blessing.—
swift.
An order of the day expressing sympathy with the families of the
victims and confidence in the Government, was adopted.—Times.
The famous researches of Schwann and Schleiden in 1837 and the
following years, founded the modern science of histology.—huxley.
It may be said that it is 'fudging' to find an excuse, as we
have proposed to do, for a stop that we mean really to do
something different from its ostensible work. But the answer
is that with few tools and many tasks to do much fudging is
in fact necessary.
A special form of this, in protest against which we shall
give five examples, each from a different well-known author,
is when the subject includes and ends with a defining relative
clause, after which an illogical comma is placed. As the relative
clause is of the defining kind (a phrase that has been explained1),
it is practically impossible to fudge in these sentences by putting
a comma before the relative pronoun. Even in the first sentence
the length of the relative clause is no sufficient excuse; and in
all the others we should abolish the comma without hesitation.
The same quickness of sympathy which had served him well in his
work among the East End poor, enabled him to pour feeling into the
figures of a bygone age.—bryce.
One of its agents is our will, but that which expresses itself in our
will, is stronger than our will.—emerson.
The very interesting class of objects to which these belong, do not
differ from the rest of the material universe.—balfour.
And thus, the great men who were identified with the war, began
slowly to edge over to the party . . .—l. stephen.
In becoming a merchant-gild the body of citizens who formed the
'town', enlarged their powers of civic legislation.—J. R. green.
1 See chapter Syntax, section Relatives.

